
 Made for More WEEK ONE You are made for a purpose 
 Our Christmas season is drawing to a close. 

 After Sunday Mass, all our decorations will get packed away for another year. 

 For millions of Americans, Christmas 2022 will be remembered 

 for travel nightmares. 

 So many people couldn’t get to where they wanted to go. 

 They missed out on holiday gatherings, family vacations, 

 weddings, even funerals. 

 Being stranded meant adjusting plans. 

 And as painful and upsetting as this was, 

 it was also an important lesson that there are some things in life 

 we have no control over - like the weather, or an airline’s computer system. 

 What we can control is how we react when things in life don’t go as planned. 

 For some people, the travel nightmares of Christmas 

 gave them time to think. 

 They found themselves asking questions like, 

 Where is my life headed? 

 Am I going in the right direction or 

 do I need to make a course correction? 

 Which are really good questions to get answered. 
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 We are beginning 2023 with a brand new message series titled, 

 Made for More. 

 The title refers to those deep questions I referred to: 

 Where is your life headed? 

 Are you going in the right direction or 

 do you need to make a course correction? 

 The scriptures today and over the next month 

 will remind you that you were made for more. 

 More than your career or your schooling. 

 More than your relationships or all your stuff. 



 See, I believe that you’ve been given specific gifts and talents 

 to serve God and others. 

 So in this series, I want you to be open to finding your purpose in life. 

 Because when you do, not only will you be happier and more fulfilled, 

 but your life will be a blessing to others. 

 Today’s Gospel introduced us to some 

 individuals who had their travel plans disrupted 

 which led them to an amazing discovery about their purpose in life. 

 Let’s get started. 
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 Now, today’s Mass of the Epiphany is sometimes referred to as 

 The Feast of the Three Kings. 

 Most manger scenes - ours included - 

 depicts the three wise men wearing crowns. 

 But the gospel refers to them as ‘magi’. 

 They were astrologers. 

 They spent their lives studying the stars in the heavens 

 to try to predict what would happen on earth. 

 That was their profession and their religion. 

 When they observed a new star appear one night, 

 they knew right away that a new king had been born. 

 This was so incredible that they set out on a journey to find him. 

 They followed the star as far as Jerusalem then 

 made their way to the royal palace where they were 

 granted an audience with King Herod. 

 When Herod learned of the purpose for their visit, 

 he became troubled and all of Jerusalem with him. 

 None of them were prepared for a new king - a rival to Herod’s throne. 

 The magi were told about a prophecy that the ruler 

 would come from Bethlehem, so they changed course, 

 all the while following the star. 



 Upon finding the one they were looking for, we heard this: 
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 they saw the child with Mary his mother. 
 They prostrated themselves and did him homage. 
 Then they opened their treasures 
 and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 The magi were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

 so they returned home by another way. 

 This is such a powerful story, with so many layers of meaning. 

 For our purposes with this series, Made for More, 

 here’s the first lesson: 

 God had been preparing the magi their entire lives for this one journey, 

 for this “epiphany”. 

 The word epiphany means ‘revealing’. 

 Christ was revealed to them. 

 As astrologers, they were better suited than everyone else 

 to notice the star’s appearance. 

 And their understanding of what that star meant, 

 led them to create a travel plan to meet this new ruler. 

 Think of how many other people looked into the same night sky, 

 saw that star, but didn’t know what it meant. 

 They couldn’t connect what was happening in the heavens 

 with what was taking place on earth. 

 Even Herod and the religious leaders in Jerusalem were caught off guard. 

 They weren’t prepared, weren’t looking, so they missed out. 

 The magi, on the other hand, were prepared - 

 they were ready, alert, and expecting. 

 And because they were, they fulfilled their purpose in life. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 The magi teach us that we too must be prepared - 

 must be open and alert - if we want to discover what God 



 wants to reveal to us. 

 And the greatest thing God wants to show you 

 is that you were made for more. 

 You know, it’s easy to hear the stories of Christmas 

 and think that only people in the bible had a purpose. 

 Mary and Joseph were asked to be the parents of Jesus. 

 John the Baptist was told to announce Jesus’ coming. 

 The magi were shown the star so they could adore Christ. 

 You also have a purpose in life. 

 Every single person does. 

 God created you to know him, to love him and to serve him 

 in very specific ways - ways which only you can. 

 Maybe you aren’t sure where your life is headed right now. 

 What’s it all about, what your purpose in life is. 

 Maybe you feel a little like the travelers stranded over Christmas - 

 stuck, frustrated, not sure what’s next for you. 

 If you feel any of this, you are not alone. 

 Not by any stretch. 

 The disruption that so many people have felt over the past three years 

 has resulted in lots of doubts, questions and uncertainty. 

 The good news is that even if you aren’t sure where you are headed, 

 God does. 

 God has a plan and a purpose for you that was decided before you were born. 

 If you want to discover it, you’ll need to be like the magi - 

 you’ll need to remain open to God’s “epiphany” in your life. 

 So as we begin this message series, start by asking yourself this question: 
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 Where is your life headed? 

 Now trust me, I know this is a really deep question. 

 You could spend your entire life trying to answer this. 

 But this is the question that every disciple must ask. 



 Where is your life headed? 

 I want you to figure this out. 

 Because the worst thing would be for you to go through life 

 aimless, drifting, or stranded - 

 unable to get to where God wants you to go. 

 It is not by accident that you are here now, 

 no more than it was by accident that the magi ended up in Bethlehem. 

 What if God has been preparing you your entire life for this moment? 

 This message series may be just what you need, 

 for you to discover your purpose in life - what God made you for. 

 To help you figure this out, we have a plan for you. 

 Each week of this series we will give you a guide 

 with a question or activity for each day of the week. 

 Here is this week’s guide  (hold up). 

 The guide is included in this week’s e-bulletin, 

 where you can also sign up to receive each day’s question 

 electronically. 

 You can also find this guide on the tables at the church exits. 

 Now, typically when we prepare a handout, 

 lots of people take one home or glance at it, 

 but few people actually follow through and use them. 

 But I think this is so important that I’m asking you to commit, 

 right now, to take a few minutes each day with this guide. 

 Believe that just like with the magi in today’s Gospel, 

 God wants to show you amazing things and lead you someplace new. 

 So today, be willing to take a step and set out on your journey of discovery. 

 In 2023, God will show you that you were made for more. 

 Amen. + 


